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[57] ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an apparatus and method for treating and
preventing urethral stricture following surgery. The
apparatus comprises a hollow cylindrical stent having a
normally-expanded, contractible locating member at-
tached at one end and a retrieving string attached at the
other end. The contractible locating member is attached
to the tube by two flexible strings. The contractible
locating member is adjusted to its contracted condition
by a cylindrical pusher prior to insertion into the blad-
der through the urethra. Once the contractible locating
member is located in the bladder, the pusher is removed
to permit the contractible locating member to return to
its normally-expanded condition to provide an anchor
in the bladder neck. The two strings connecting the
stent and the contractible locating member are placed in
the prostate and external sphincter, allowing the patient
to remain continent. After healing is completed, the
assembly can be retrieved by pulling the retrieving
string.
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